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Discussion: For decades, no specimens of Conus (Cylinder) textile from St. Brandon have been
available and not much effort was made to review the taxonomy of the endemic zextile from that place.
The name scriptus SOWERBY 11, 1858, had been proposed for specimens that appeared to be of this
population, but the name is preoccupied by scriptus DESHAYES, introduced twice by this author (1823,
1831: see FILMER, 2001). Sowerby described scriptus only briefly, with no locality data and just a single
aspect of a specimen that belongs to the fextile-complex, but not necessarily to the taxon discussed herein
(Fig. 1).

Fig. 1:
Figure of Conus scriptus SOWERBY 11 1858 (non DESHAYES 1823, 1831),
from SOWERBY 1858, pl. 23, fig. 563

There is no indication of the origin of the three specimens that are only suspected to be syntypes (in
the British Museum of Natural History). ROCKEL (1983) chose SOWERBY's scriptus as the name for the
St. Brandon population, based on the similarity of that taxon's suspected syntypes, and yet the situation
retained an aspect of uncertainty. As no locality data was given by SOWERBY, it seems necessary to
describe the population on the basis of new type material of ascertained origin.

The name loman DAUTZENBERG, 1937 was originally introduced for a shell from Senegal, later
corrected to "Mauritius and Cargados". There is no original figure and no data available that would allow
an assignment of the name to the population described herein.

The population from Cargados Carajos differs consistently from other populations of Conus (Cylinder)
textile by its narrow, nearly cylindrical shape, the lightweight shell, the wider aperture, and the plain
white and dark brown ornamentation lacking any shades of blue, yellow, or red color components. Also,
the protoconch is white instead of pale-pink to orange-red. Conus (Cylinder) textile vaulberti n. ssp.
probably constitutes the least variable and most restricted endemic subspecies of the fextile-complex.

In the community of shell collectors, the name scriptus is in common use for pale forms of Conus
(Cylinder) textile with large, angular tentmarks. Such shells are common in the south of Madagascar and
other places in the Indian Ocean. These shells differ from Conus (Cylinder) textile vaulberti n. ssp. as
they are solid and heavy, with a more angular shoulder and being a ventricosely conical instead of
cylindrical shell. Also in these shells the protoconch is typically orange to red and not white as in the
subspecies described herein. The tentmarks of the St. Brandon population are more angular and thinner,
and the markings on the spire are finer and not condensed to darker patches.

Explanations of Plate 5:

Conus (Cylinder) textile vaulberti n. ssp.
All from Cargados Carajos, N Mauritius

1st row left: holotype, right: paratype 1

2nd row left: paratype 6, right: paratype 3
3rd row left: detail of the protoconch, right: paratype 2

22




S Ae[d

(epodoaisen)) SnLINEA] WOIJ IBPIUO)) JO SAIIASqNS MU Y :* “ZNTIO]

C10T "LT "100ZONE[B]N “IYOS



Acknowledgements: Many thanks to WILLIAM FENZAN for helpful suggestions, to ERIC and MARYSE
LE COURT DE BILLOT, THIERRY DANDRIMONT, Dr. DIETER ROCKEL, Dr. MICHAEL A. MONT, Dr. JEAN
PIERRE VAULBERT DE CHANTILLY, Dr. VOLLRATH WIESE, and JANA KRATZSCH.

References:

FILMER R. M. (2001) A Catalogue of Nomenclature and Taxonomy in the Living Conidae 1758-1998. — 388 pp., Leiden, The
Netherlands (Backhuys Publishers).

ROCKEL, D. (1983) Die Familie Conidae - Conus textile LINNAEUS - Nr. 351. — 20. Serie 350-367, Darmstadt, privately published.

ROCKEL, D., KORN, W. & KOHN, A. (1995) Manual of the Living Conidae - Indopacific. — 518 pp.. Wiesbaden (Verlag Christa
Hemmen).

SOwERBY II, G. B. (1858) The Genus Conus. Thesaurus Conchyliorum 3, p. 41, pl. 23 fig. 563

TUCKER, J. D. & TENORIO, M. J. (2009) Systematic classification of recent and fossil conoidean gastropods. — 296 pp..
Hackenheim (Conchbooks).

Address of the author:
Dr. FELIX LORENZ, Fr-Ebert-Str. 12, 35418 Buseck-Beuern, Germany, felix@cowries.info

24



